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counties









Buffalo Bill Dam: “Made the Desert Bloom”- Beryl Churchill



“Liquid gold runs along irrigation 

ditches and laterals” - Cody Times 1950



Irrigation Today

Irrigated Lands: Cody & Powell

• 272,295 acres
• Loss of farmland- increasing 

number of subdivisions

• Compared to 1939, there were 
105,000 acres of irrigated crop land

• 6 major irrigation districts, plus private 
irrigation districts



Land Use: Cropland, Rangeland, Urban

• Irrigation Methods: Flood, 
sprinkler

• Crop Type: alfalfa, sugar beets, 
dry beans, corn, malting 
barley, small grains, and 
pasture crops.

• Livestock Production: cattle, 
sheep and horses.

• Economic Values:
• Crop sales: $63.5 million 

dollars
• Livestock sales: $36.7 

million dollars



Challenges and 
Opportunities

• Water Quality
• Sediment
• Bacteria

• Increases in subdivisions
• Loss of farmland
• Increasing number of rural well & 

septic systems
• Irrigation Practices 

• Water conservation
• Water efficiency

• Water Quantity
• Grazing management

• Providing offsite watering
• Forest Management

• Increasing wildfire risks
• Wildlife Habitat Improvement



Working Together to Protect the Shoshone

Story map: 

https://arcg.is/0PmPvS

https://arcg.is/1ymq19

https://arcg.is/0PmPvS
https://arcg.is/1ymq19


Tracking Progress



Diamond Basin Bentonite Mine Reclamation Test Plots

• Diamond Basin Bentonite Mine
• Determine best management 

practices for establishing native 
vegetation and provide 
stabilization.

Photo provided by the WGFD





Sulphur Creek Beaver Dam Analogues

• Site: Sulphur Creek
• Restore connectivity 
• Reduce sediment 

Photo Credit: Travis Cundy, WGFD



NATIONAL WATER QUALITY INITIATIVE

• Lower Sage Creek Watershed

• Goal: identify non-point source 
contributors of sediment and 
addresses “critical source areas” in 
the watershed.

• Goal: Implementation of conservation 
management practices to reduce 
sedimentation. 

Provided by: Cathy Rosenthal, WACD



Upper Shoshone and Clarks 
Fork Yellowstone Watersheds:
WWDO Level I Watershed 
Study

• 2,163,009 Acres
• 1,293,508 Acres in Priority 

Watersheds



WWDO Level I Watershed Study Process

Submit Application-March 2021
Watershed Tour-May 2021
Call out for proposals-June 2021
Pre-proposal Meeting/Tour-August 2021
Review Bids/Feedback to WWDO-September 2021
Consultant Interviews/Selection-October 2021
Select Water Committee/WWDO Meeting-November 2021
Legislative Session-February 2022
? If approved, Study kicks off in Spring 2022. Expected to be approximately 18-month 
process. Watershed Study (with projects and cost estimates) completed Fall 2023

WE NEED YOUR INPUT-Meetings will be announced.



Partners

Powell Clarks Fork 
Conservation District

Local agricultural producers

Local irrigation districts



Park County:  Wow, are we growing!!!

How are Conservation Districts working with others to address 
resource conservation, including changes in land use and water 

demand?



• Outreach Efforts-Pertinent Workshops Offered
• Collaboration with Partners-Small Acreage Team Development
• Partnerships are Key! Irrigation Districts, Park County Weed and Pest, UW-

Extension, Neighboring Conservation Districts, Park County Commissioners, Park 
County Planning and Zoning, State Engineer’s Office, USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service



Powell Clarks Fork Conservation District

Ann Trosper, District Manager

Carmen Horne-McIntyre, Watershed Coordinator

307.754.9301

ann.trosper@wy.nacdnet.net

chmcintyre.ccnrd@gmail.com

Thank-you for 
your time!
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